EYES CLOSED -  the spirit of the Tango.

Parma based documentary, animation and multimedia specialist Digitalsquad, founded by Simonetta Rossi in 2001 and run by her and composer/music producer Marco Gallanti, has produced a riveting new documentary Eyes Closed. This exciting, stylish and passionate insight into the Argentine Tango will receive an Italian theatrical premiere this autumn and has been pre-bought by French/German culture channel Arte for broadcast in 2011. Eyes Closed - Ad Occhi Chiusi in Italian - is produced and directed by Simonetta Rossi and will be available in 52’ and 68’ versions from fall 2010.

The Argentine tango is about many things. It is about glamour, seduction and spectacle but, above all, it is about a man and a woman embracing and existing for each other, for the music and for the moment. Eyes Closed captures all of the ‘passione’ of the dance, the dancers and the music.

African slaves brought the basics of the dance to Rio de la Plata: they brought a dance of strong internal and external rhythms and of raw energy poured into the earth. Gradually the drums faded out and were replaced by other instruments, and most crucially by the bandoneon. This evocative concertina like instrument came to embody the very soul of the dance and thus in the back streets and immigrant communities of Argentina the tango was born. 

It is this tango, a constant interplay and exchange of musical and physical messages with its insistent drive and yearning pauses, that became the signature dance in the milongas of the Rio de la Plata waterfront. After all, for Argentinians improvisation goes deep. It can be a means of survival. It can be life or death. 

In 1976,  the  junta dictatorship banned  the tango,  and many other forms of free expression. In the period of “terrible silence” that followed, the milongueros secretly guarded their craft. Their traditions and skills have now passed to a new generation of dancers. 

As tourism to Argentina expands, there is now a different audience for this most intimate of dances. However as genuine tangueros say in Eyes Closed, they can always spot the tourists at a milonga. They are the ones who bring their shoes in a bag: the true aficionados dress up at home and walk to the milonga in their finery. It is all part of the ritual.

Tango dancers can be all ages and  nationalities, and come in all shapes and sizes. The contributors to Eyes Closed have a variety of different jobs: baker, masseuse, illustrator, economics professor, psychoanalyst. They have come to the tango at different stages of their lives and for  many different reasons….
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……
To share a passion

To find a family

To be reborn

To stay young

To gain confidence

To mend a broken heart

To pick up girls!

One of the most touching scenes in Eyes Closed features a class of blind people learning the tango. In a dance where sight is the least useful sense, it is not easy to discern who is blind and who is not.

For couples embarking on the tango together, it can be make or break. For Rossana Capasso and Alessio Concari it has provided stability and established a new way of communicating where others have failed. When words don’t come easily, you can still speak to each other’s hearts through the medium of tango. 

Other contributors convey the etiquette of tango, a code of behaviour that harks back to a time when men were men and women took a submissive role. But tango is more subtle than that; there is an equality here and an interdependency. The man suggests a move, but it is up to his partner to accept and interpret it. And in any case, although it carries the echoes of all the dancers who have gone before, tango is always evolving. In a world of virtual communication and ersatz intimacy, tango is something to be nurtured and celebrated .

For some, tango will be an occasional hobby but for many it has become a way of life. It represents flirtation without infidelity, discipline without rigidity. Every tango is the story of a relationship. The ending is not always happy, but the journey will have been a revelation. As dancer Cristina Ziliani says in  Eyes Closed

“It is not about how much tango you have in your life, but about how much life you have in your tango.”

Eyes Closed is a produced and directed by Simonetta Rossi, the assistant director and executive producer is Giuseppe Cugini, sound by Marco Gallanti.

Media enquiries to Stephen Roberts or Rachel Laurence at Roberts Laurence

email robertslaurenc@mac.com telephone + 44 (0) 1780460777

